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any buyers seeking a boat

with build quality and

good seakeeping will,
somewhere near the top of their
list, write "Targa’.

In many cases, this will be a
sun-kissed Fairline sportscruiser
from the English fenlands. For
just as many others, it will be
something from Finnish

builders Botnia Marin.

Finland's Targas have carved
outareputation that marketing
money just cannot buy. The
police and armed forces use
them, for the same reasons that
the public do: they are damned
fine boats, plain and simple.

The latest model in the line is
the successor to the excellent 27,

LENGTH OVERALL 28ft 7in (8.76m)
BEAM 101t Oin {3.04m)
DISPLACEMENT 3.4 tonnes
ENGINES single 260hp-285hp diesel
or twin 170hp diesels

PRICE from £68,710 inc VAT
£70,700 as tested

ENQUIRIES Wessex Marine

Tel: 01202 700702
WWW.wessexmarine.co.uk

in typically understated
Scandinavian fashion designated
the 27.1. Though a bit longer and
a bit wider than its forebear, and
capable of carving through the
water even more adroitly, its
main changes are in the detail.

The aft cabin now allows for a
full, couple-friendly double berth
to be made up, rather than just
two singles. And the tall
pilothouse has more space to
enjoy, and a one-piece forward
screen to enhance visibility.

The flybridge version of the
boat comes with a fuller helm
console that will accommodate
more navigation instruments.
Moreover, the deep and wide
walkaround decks are now flush,
rather than having a step down
to the forward cockpit with its
U-shaped seating.

The outside privy is retained,

but in a redesigned form which is
more cleanly integrated into the
front of the superstructure,

The idea of an outside toilet
and shower compartment will
put off some buyers. 1t does
leave more living space inside,
but there’s still no second cabin
or occasional berths.

Plenty of thought goes into the
design and layout of Targas, and
itis evident throughout the 27.1.

The helm features a clever



swivelling steering and throttle
mount, which rolls up or down to
suit your height or preferred
driving position. Adjacent lies a
large teak chart table, butlift the
lid and you reveal a neat
two-burner gas hob and sink.

The pilothouse has plenty of
headroom, side doors to the
decks, and the look and smell of
a teak-lover's convention. An
array of handholds contribute to
its professional aura.

A solid vertical pole in the
middle is a very useful handhold
as you move around while
underway, and also serves as a
mounting point for the
removable dinette table.

On the move, the 27.1 is
incredibly well-mannered,
although it does offer two totally
different driving experiences.

From the inner helm, it returns

such a smooth, refined ride that  its aesthetics with a potting shed; m

you’'ll be reliant on a GPS display
to give you any firm idea of
speed. Even with incorrect trim
applied, the hull remains as
forgiving as your favourite aunt.
If it is excitement vou're after,
step up to the flybridge. Here, you
quickly forget you are behind the
wheel of something that shares

you feel you've been transported
onto some hybrid sportsboat.
Come to think of it, that is not
far from the truth. with a single
285hp Volvo Penta KAD300/DP
diesel engine, we recorded a top
speed of 31 knots, which leaves

plenty of scope for fast s,
cruising at 22-26 knots. ﬁ

FOR

Versatile design. Fantastic handling.
First-class build quality. Improved
aft cabin.

AGAINST

Tricky to board from the bathing
platform. Unconventional styling.
Qutside toilet. Only two berths.

VERDICT
There are more luxurious and
spacious boats than the Targa 27.1,
but few that will look after you as well,
in terms of build quality and handling.
Although decked out like a
comfortable warship, it still works as
a friendly-family cruiser. Its styling
you either love or hate; for the record,
we love it.
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