


boat is running, but you'll want to
drop back the revs for reasons

of fuel economy, with 30-35 knots
feeling almost indecently laid
back. At these speeds the
inboard-powered RIB comes in a
couple of dB(A) higher but we can
overlook that thanks to that lovely,
turbo-diesel growl,

That just leaves the issue of fuel
economy and as the spec panel
points out, the diesel boat clearly
has the edge here, but unless you
plan to have breakfast in Alderney, a
lot, you won't really benefit from any
massive savings.

Ondeck

The curvaceous console looks the
part and delivers a helm tthat can
take a host of electronics, including
a 10in plotter. But the most

impressive helm feature is Cobra’s
unique seat design — a bucket seat
hinges up into a grippy bolster.

As we found on the 6.6, tested in
May 09, the build quality is top
notch. The tubes are made from
Orca hypalon, and are available in a
plethora of colours. The same goes
for the GRP mouldings, hull and
upholstery. With so many colour
options and combinations to choose
from Cobra has developed a special
area of its website

where you can try Unique and sterndrive is a good unit,

them all out. multifunctional  abeit one that lacks that Volvo
The upholstery, helm seats Penta supercharged get up

sculpted to hold you and go. But we'l take the

in place, is first £10k saving and have some

class, while of that silky smooth and

Cobre’s stainless
steel-capped grab
handles look very
smart. Stainless

The sunpad conceals two deep lockers that are suitable for skis

steel is something of a feature
across the range, with heavy-gauge
tubing running around the helm
seats and a well-placed grabrall
bordering the windscreen.

As standard, Cobra RIBs come
highly spec'd with a beautifully
fabricated A-frame. That just leaves
the option of some synthetic teak
decking and a stereo to shell out for.

So where does that leave us? Well,
just like you we love a good diesel

engine and this Yamaha

instant outboard power —
and that goes doubly

S0 if you want to

ski off this RIB.

The screen offers great protection

LOA 24ft7in (7.5m)
Beam 8ft 3in (2.6m)
Engine  250hp Yamaha outboard

275hp Yamahainboard
Performance — 250hp outboard

Rpm knots mpg
6000 43 24
5000 32 2.6
4800 30 29
Performance — 275hp inboard
Rpm knots mpg
3800 4 2.97
3300 344 4.
3000 304 46
Cost per hour at 30 knots
Diesel—-£25 Petrol—£52
Price 250hp outboard £59,000
275hpinboard £69,000
Enquiries CobraRIBs
Tel: 01794 400995
www.cobraribs.com

VERDICT

Dieselinboard strength and
efficiency bows downto
outboard sophistication,
performance and much

lower pricing

Outboard 7.6 RIB
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